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Abstract

Rural tourism in Telangana presents significant opportunities for inclusive
socio-economic development, cultural preservation, and sustainable
livelihoods. However, its growth is hindered by infrastructural deficits,
poor accessibility, limited digital connectivity, and weak institutional
coordination. This study adopts a descriptive research design based on
secondary data from government reports, policy documents, academic
studies, and institutional publications to examine the key barriers affecting
rural tourism development in the state. The findings highlight that
inadequate road networks, insufficient amenities, and uneven policy
implementation restrict tourist inflows and community benefits. The paper
emphasizes the need for targeted infrastructure development, stronger
institutional mechanisms, and enhanced public—private partnerships to
promote sustainable rural tourism.
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Introduction

Tourism has increasingly been recognized as a catalyst for regional
development, rural livelihood diversification, and cultural preservation in
emerging economies like India. Within this framework, rural tourism plays
a pivotal role in promoting inclusive growth by leveraging local resources,
traditions, and landscapes to generate economic opportunities outside
urban centers (Ministry of Tourism, Government of India, 2023). In India’s
federal structure, Telangana State—formed in 2014—has emphasized
tourism as a strategic sector through its Telangana Tourism Policy (2015
2025), identifying rural and eco-tourism as key engines of balanced
regional growth (Government of Telangana, 2023). Despite this policy
intent, rural tourism in Telangana remains underdeveloped, largely due to
persistent barriers related to infrastructure and accessibility.
Rural regions across Telangana, such as those in Medak, Mahabubnagar,
Nizamabad, and Adilabad, possess rich tourism potential encompassing
natural landscapes, traditional crafts, religious heritage, and local cuisines.
However, secondary data from the Telangana State Tourism Development
Corporation (TSTDC, 2024) and various development reports indicate that
infrastructural limitations—such as inadequate road connectivity, poor
accommodation facilities, unreliable public transport, and insufficient
digital infrastructure—continue to constrain rural tourism development.
Furthermore, last-mile accessibility to many rural attractions remains
weak, limiting both domestic and international tourist arrivals. Studies by
the Federation of Telangana Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FTCCI,
2023) also reveal that over 60% of rural tourism sites in the state lack
essential amenities such as sanitation, signage, and emergency services,
further  reducing  visitor  satisfaction and  repeat  visitation.

The literature on tourism infrastructure underscores that accessibility and
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quality infrastructure are critical enablers of rural tourism (UNWTO,
2022). In Telangana’s case, secondary data suggests that tourism
infrastructure investments have been disproportionately concentrated in
urban destinations like Hyderabad, Warangal, and Karimnagar, leading to
spatial imbalances in tourism benefits (World Bank, 2023). This
infrastructural asymmetry undermines the economic potential of rural
districts and restricts their integration into broader tourism circuits.
Moreover, digital connectivity—a growing determinant of tourism
visibility and marketing—remains limited in remote areas, further
widening the rural-urban divide in tourism development (NITI Aayog,
2022).
Therefore, understanding the infrastructural and accessibility barriers to
rural tourism development in Telangana is essential for devising
sustainable policy interventions. Relying on secondary data from
government reports, policy documents, and previous academic studies, this
paper seeks to critically examine how infrastructural deficiencies and
limited access impede rural tourism growth in Telangana. The study also
explores the implications of these barriers for local communities and
proposes strategies to enhance connectivity, amenities, and inclusive rural
tourism planning.
Review of Literature
1. Sarkar (2024) explored Tourism Development and Spatial Disparities
in Telangana through a state-level analysis. The study revealed that
tourism infrastructure investment is highly concentrated in urban
centers such as Hyderabad and Warangal, while rural areas remain
neglected. Poor last-mile connectivity, inadequate accommodation, and

limited marketing were identified as key barriers. Sarkar highlights that
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this uneven distribution has resulted in regional imbalance and
underutilization of tourism potential in rural Telangana districts.
Telangana State Tourism Development Corporation (TSTDC,
2024) published a Tourism Infrastructure Status Report which indicated
that nearly 60% of rural tourist locations lack adequate amenities,
including rest areas, signage, and sanitation facilities. The report
attributes slow rural tourism growth to underinvestment in basic and
digital infrastructure, weak coordination among agencies, and lack of
marketing platforms for rural destinations. It calls for a district-level
infrastructure audit and targeted interventions under the state tourism
policy framework.

Jena (2023) conducted a comprehensive study on Barriers to Rural
Tourism Development in India using a multi-criteria decision analysis
framework. The research identified infrastructure inadequacy, financial
limitations, and institutional inefficiency as the three most significant
constraints affecting rural tourism growth. Jena’s findings emphasize
that the lack of road connectivity, transport facilities, and essential
amenities directly hinders rural destinations from becoming
competitive. The author recommends prioritizing public investment and
decentralized planning to overcome these physical and administrative
barriers.

World Bank (2023) in its policy paper Leveraging Heritage and
Culture for Sustainable Tourism in India, emphasized that rural tourism
development depends on connectivity, infrastructure finance, and
community training. The study found that states with comprehensive
tourism infrastructure policies attract higher private investment. In
contrast, regions with fragmented planning—such as parts of

Telangana—struggle to link tourism development with rural
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livelihoods. The report recommends multi-sectoral investment models
and digital infrastructure development as key strategies for inclusive
rural tourism.

Agarwal (2022) analyzed Sustainable Heritage Tourism and
Community Participation in Rural India using secondary data from
multiple states. The author found that communities’ willingness to
participate in tourism initiatives is strongly correlated with basic
infrastructure availability, such as roads, sanitation, electricity, and
digital networks. Agarwal concludes that infrastructure is not only an
economic enabler but also a social prerequisite for successful
community-based tourism in rural regions.

United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO, 2022), in
its Global Report on Rural Tourism and Inclusive Growth, underscored
that infrastructure and accessibility form the backbone of rural
destination competitiveness. The report highlighted that inadequate
transportation, digital divide, and lack of accommodation facilities limit
the integration of rural areas into mainstream tourism circuits. These
findings are directly applicable to Telangana’s rural context, where poor
connectivity has constrained domestic and international tourist mobility.
Kumar and Prasad (2021) examined Heritage and Rural Tourism
Infrastructure in South Indian States with a focus on Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh, and Telangana. Their study found that while cultural
and natural assets exist abundantly in rural areas, their economic
potential remains unrealized due to insufficient infrastructure, weak
accessibility, and lack of coordination between tourism and rural
development departments. They argue for integrated planning and
public—private partnerships to enhance infrastructure quality in

emerging destinations.
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Research Gap
Most research on rural tourism in India focuses on national- or state-level
trends and overlooks region-specific infrastructural and accessibility
barriers. Existing studies often provide descriptive analyses and do not
examine micro-level factors—such as road quality, transport frequency,
basic amenities, and digital connectivity—that directly influence rural
tourism in lesser-known districts. Additionally, limited attention has been
given to how physical and digital infrastructure interact to affect
accessibility and tourist experiences. This highlights the need for a
systematic, descriptive analysis using secondary data from government
reports, policy documents, and tourism statistics to provide a region-
specific understanding of these barriers and inform evidence-based policy
interventions.
Research Questions
1. What is the current status and development of rural tourism in
Telangana?
2. What policies and institutional mechanisms address infrastructure and
accessibility barriers in rural tourism?
Research Ojectives
1. To overview the current status and development of rural tourism in
Telangana.
2. To review policies and institutions addressing infrastructure and
access barriers in rural tourism.
Research Methodology
This study uses a descriptive research design to examine rural tourism in
Telangana and the policies and institutional mechanisms addressing
infrastructure and accessibility barriers. It relies entirely on secondary data

from government reports and policy documents, academic literature,
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industry publications, and official online databases. The scope of the study
is limited to Telangana state.

Overview of Rural Tourism In Telangana

Telangana, a state in southern India formed in 2014, possesses a rich
tapestry of cultural heritage, natural landscapes, and rural traditions,
making it well-suited for the development of rural tourism. Rural tourism
in Telangana is gaining recognition as a tool for inclusive regional
development, promoting local livelihoods, preserving cultural practices,
and encouraging sustainable utilization of natural resources (TSTDC,
2024; Sarkar, 2024). The state’s rural tourism portfolio is diverse,
encompassing heritage sites, temples, handicrafts clusters, wildlife
sanctuaries, rivers, agrarian landscapes, and traditional festivals.

1. Medak District

Medak is known for its historical and religious attractions that can be
leveraged for rural tourism. The Medak Fort, dating back to the Kakatiya
period, offers historical exploration and panoramic views of rural
landscapes. The Medak Cathedral, one of the largest churches in India,
attracts visitors seeking architectural and cultural experiences. Villages
surrounding Medak also host traditional crafts and agricultural activities,
providing opportunities for community-based rural tourism and agro-
tourism experiences.

2. Mahabubnagar District

Mahabubnagar, located in the southwestern part of Telangana, is rich in
natural and heritage attractions. Rural tourism here is centered on eco-
tourism initiatives around rivers, reservoirs, and forests. Villages in
Mahabubnagar showcase local farming practices, handloom weaving, and

traditional cuisine, enabling tourists to engage directly with rural life. The
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district also hosts seasonal village fairs and festivals, which are important
for promoting cultural tourism.

3. Nizamabad District

Nizamabad offers a mix of historical, religious, and ecological tourism
experiences. Rural destinations such as the villages near Pocharam Lake
and Wildlife Sanctuary allow for bird watching, trekking, and interaction
with nature. Traditional villages engage in handicrafts, pottery, and folk
arts, which can be promoted as part of immersive rural tourism
experiences. The district demonstrates the potential for eco-tourism
combined with heritage-based experiences, connecting tourists with both
nature and culture

4. Adilabad District

Adilabad, situated in the northern part of Telangana, is renowned for its
forests, waterfalls, and tribal heritage. Rural tourism in Adilabad focuses
on nature-based and tribal tourism, where visitors can experience village
life, local crafts, and traditional festivals. Key sites include Kuntala
Waterfall, Pochera Waterfall, and tribal villages that offer insight into
indigenous agricultural practices and cultural rituals. These experiences
provide unique opportunities for community engagement and sustainable
tourism development.

5. Warangal Rural Areas

While Warangal city is an urban hub, its surrounding rural areas contain
numerous heritage and cultural sites. Villages around Warangal host
Kakatiya-era temples, traditional handicrafts, and folk performances. Rural
tourism here emphasizes cultural immersion, including participation in
village festivals, exploration of ancient temple architecture, and learning

traditional crafts. Agro-tourism initiatives also allow tourists to experience
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farm-based activities, such as millet and paddy cultivation, providing both
educational and recreational experiences.

6. Karimnagar and Other Districts

Karimnagar and other districts such as Khammam and Siddipet also
contribute to rural tourism by offering temple circuits, handloom clusters,
and agrarian landscapes. Tourists can witness traditional lifestyles, local
food practices, and village-based festivals. These districts demonstrate the
integration of rural livelihoods with tourism development, highlighting
opportunities for income diversification and cultural preservation.
Anaylysis Of Policies And Institutional Mechanisms

Telangana Tourism Policy (2015-2025)

The Telangana Tourism Policy recognizes rural tourism as a key driver for
inclusive development, focusing on creating circuits that connect heritage,
eco-tourism, and culturally significant villages. It outlines measures like
infrastructure development, promotion of eco- and agro-tourism, and
support for PPP investments. However, implementation is uneven—urban-
adjacent districts like Warangal benefit from better facilities and funding,
while remote areas like Adilabad and Mahabubnagar face challenges due
to limited resources and logistical issues.

2. Telangana State Tourism Development Corporation (TSTDC)
The TSTDC plays a key role in rural tourism by identifying priority
destinations, supporting infrastructure, and promoting community
engagement through skill development and entrepreneurship. While its
2024 reports show progress in developing rural circuits and eco-tourism
projects, many villages still lack basic amenities. Gaps in coordination with
panchayats and district authorities contribute to uneven infrastructure and
limited accessibility, hindering the full potential of rural tourism.

3. Public—Private Partnership (PPP) Mechanisms
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Telangana promotes PPP frameworks to address financial gaps in rural
tourism, encouraging private investment in lodging, eco-tourism, heritage
sites, and digital infrastructure. While pilot projects have improved
facilities in select areas, uptake remains limited in remote villages due to
low commercial viability and lack of strong incentives.
4. District-Level Institutional Support

District tourism committees and panchayats play a key role in rural tourism
by maintaining infrastructure, coordinating with TSTDC, and involving
local communities. Districts with active committees and strong community
participation see better outcomes, while others face challenges like poor
planning, delays, and weak monitoring.

5. Digital Infrastructure Initiatives

Digital accessibility is increasingly emphasized in rural tourism through
destination listings, online booking platforms, and social media promotion.
However, NITI Aayog (2022) notes that limited mobile connectivity in
remote districts leads to uneven digital coverage, leaving many rural
destinations underrepresented and reducing their visibility to potential
tourists.

Challenges In Rural Tourism In Telangana

Analysis of secondary data reveals the following key challenges:
Inadequate Physical Infrastructure

Despite policy initiatives, many rural destinations suffer from poor road
connectivity, limited transportation options, and inadequate public
facilities. Reports from TSTDC (2024) indicate that a significant number
of villages lack basic amenities such as clean drinking water, sanitation,
rest areas, and signage. Inadequate infrastructure discourages tourist visits,
reduces visitor satisfaction, and limits the ability to integrate rural sites into

larger tourism circuits.
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2. Limited Accommodation and Hospitality Services

Many rural areas do not have sufficient lodging facilities, ranging from
homestays to budget hotels. While PPP models are promoted, private
investment is often constrained by low commercial viability in remote
villages. As a result, rural tourists may prefer urban destinations or avoid
multi-day visits, limiting economic benefits to local communities (World
Bank, 2023).

3. Accessibility and Last-Mile Connectivity Issues

Even when villages are part of official rural tourism circuits, last-mile
connectivity remains a persistent problem. Secondary data from FTCCI
(2023) shows that infrequent transport services, poor road maintenance,
and long travel times reduce accessibility. This limits tourist inflow,
particularly from domestic travelers who rely on public transport, and
restricts integration with urban hubs.

4. Uneven Policy Implementation

While Telangana Tourism Policy (2015-2025) outlines comprehensive
measures, implementation varies across districts. Districts closer to urban
centers such as Warangal and Karimnagar benefit from better investments
and monitoring, whereas remote districts like Adilabad and Mahabubnagar
experience delays, limited funding, and weak oversight, affecting the
quality and reach of tourism infrastructure.

5. Limited Institutional Capacity and Coordination

District tourism committees and panchayats often lack sufficient technical
capacity, planning expertise, and coordination with TSTDC and private
stakeholders. Weak institutional capacity hampers project execution,
maintenance of facilities, and monitoring of rural tourism outcomes
(Sarkar, 2024).
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6. Digital Infrastructure Gaps

Digital access is critical for tourist information dissemination, online
booking, and marketing, yet many rural destinations suffer from poor
mobile network coverage and internet connectivity. According to NITI
Aayog (2022), inadequate digital infrastructure reduces visibility of rural
sites and limits their potential to attract domestic and international tourists.
POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the analysis of rural tourism in Telangana, the following policy
recommendations are proposed to address infrastructure and access
barriers, strengthen institutional mechanisms, and promote sustainable
rural tourism development:

1. Infrastructure Development

Improve road and transport networks linking rural areas to urban centers,
with a focus on last-mile connectivity. Enhance basic amenities like
drinking water, sanitation, rest areas, signage, and waste management.
Upgrade accommodations, including budget hotels, guesthouses, and
homestays, for comfortable visitor stays.

2. Strengthening Institutional Capacity

Strengthen coordination among TSTDC, district tourism committees,
panchayats, and private stakeholders for effective planning and
implementation of rural tourism projects. Provide technical training to
local officials and community leaders, and set up district-level monitoring
units to track infrastructure, tourist inflows, and service quality.

3. Promotion of Public—Private Partnerships (PPP)

Encourage private investment in rural tourism infrastructure through
incentives such as tax benefits, concessional leases, and co-funding

schemes. Promote community-based PPP models where local
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entrepreneurs are involved in running homestays, handicraft centers, and
agro-tourism activities.
4. Digital Infrastructure and Promotion
Enhancing mobile and internet connectivity in rural areas enables
online booking, navigation, and information sharing. Digital
marketing and tourism apps can promote rural destinations, cultural
events, and local experiences, attracting more tourists and supporting
sustainable growth..
5. Community Engagement and Capacity Building
Enhancing mobile and internet connectivity in rural areas facilitates online
booking, navigation, and information sharing. Combined with digital
marketing and tourism apps, it promotes rural destinations, cultural events,
and local experiences, attracting more tourists and supporting sustainable
growth.
Conclusion
Rural tourism in Telangana holds great potential for sustainable and
inclusive development but is constrained by weak infrastructure, limited
accessibility, and inadequate institutional support. Enhancing connectivity,
Improving governance, and promoting community participation can help
overcome these barriers and transform rural tourism into a key driver of

regional growth and prosperity.
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